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TO THE 


GENIUS OF BRITAIN. 


of OME, genial ſpirit, Ft the earneſt call 

Of the true Patriot ! HERE 437 thou art, 

O! mark the ſummons | Whether airy borne 

In haſty progreſs, pleaſed thou feimmeſh the edge. 
of he white bulwark. ; from the ſtcepy height 
Kenning the azure wave, thy own domain ; 
While on the pebbled ſhore, ſcarce heard fo high, 
The ſurf breaks foaming. In the diſtant view = 
| Full frequent paſs the womby labourers 

Of Commerce, or the gaily-floating pride 


Of naval armament.—Or whether deep. 
oy £4 


\ 


In 


In midland occupation glad thou ſeeſt 


The various labours of the chearful Loom, 


Or Agriculture whiſtling at the plough. 
| Whether the Anvil-notes engage thy ſtay, 


(Tho' difſonant, yet muſic to the ear 

Of him who knows his .country,) or the hum 

Of the thick crouded Burſe nn and attend 
To Bairain's general good ! ”*Tis not the ſhout, 
+ he din of Clamour, drunk with factious rage 
That hails thee, nor the well-diflembling tongue 
Of maſked Sedition, whoſe envenomed rant 
Urges the croud to FECT Th Re ot to theſe 


Liſt heedful. —'Tis the cool perſuaſive voice 
Of Reaſon wooes.—Quick then with brighteſt ſmiles 


Of mild Humanity adorn thy cheek : 


Straight o'er the Atlantic ſurge, with anxious haſte, 


' Seek 


FT 


; Seek out thy penſive daughter; —once as dear 
And cloſely twining round thy milky breaft, 
As was AgcusTa's YG how eſtranged— 
Unhappily eſtranged ! -O by the hand 

Take the fair mourner ; from her tearful eye | 
Wipe the dim cloud of ſorrow ;—to the T hrone 
Preſent her reconciling, —Tis a boon, 

Moſt glorious Vii, that to our lateſt ſons | 
Will render thy ſoft influence doubly dear. 
L.ook back, unmoved by Prejudice, look back 
To Memory 's mirrour, Pictured there we lee 
The happy times of Concord ; when the arm 
Of Manufacture plied the buſy taſk 


In various employment :—thro' theeye , 
Beamed Chiicerfulneſs, while all around her ſons 


Glad induſtry pour'd forth from Plenty's horn 


Abundant 


RLEW of ENIS 
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| Abundant wealth':—hence to the crouded'port 


Paſs, thought, and mark the ants of Commerce fore 


The ſpacious hold ; light ran the toilſome day, 
1 Cheer'd by the hope of the honeſt recompence. 
pi The bark unmoor'd, ſce how the feftive-crew 
1 Urged on her ſpeedy courſe ; not fad to quit 
Their native ſoil, for in thoſe happier days 


"| America was home. There on the ſhore 
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Stood Expeaution, friendly by her fide 
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Smiled Hoſpitality, with open breaſt, 


; PL ms. 
Pleaſed to receive the ſea-beat traveller - 


280 Cheriſh'd, enrich'd that traveller returned 


Wl Bleſſing his double country.—Theſe' thy {weets,, 
Fraternal intercourſe! But ah 1 how changed, 
IH How fadly changed is now the preſent ſcene,, 


Pregnant with future griefs | In ſullen tate 
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Beneath the gloomy roofs dull filence reigns, 
Which erſt in better times reſounded quick 
With ſtrokes of active bukineſs.: at the forge, 
ExtinR, in penfive poverty the ſmith 
Deſponding leans, incapable to earn. 

The morrow's morſe], while with craving eye 


Look up the wife and child, but look in vain, 


Faint with deipair, —Ocer the deſerted loom 


The ſpider forms her web, poor evidence 


Of human ſloth or want.—Fain would the mule 


Suppreſs the mournful truth ; yet forced to tell, 


She weeps while ſhe relates —How are they fallen, 
The ſons of Labour, from their proſp*rous ſtate 
Degraded! How, alas ! the crouded jail 


Swarms with inhabitants, that once had hope 


Of fairer evenings to their toilſome morn !. 


© "Filled 


' x0) 


Filled is each cell of ſorrow and of pain 

With daily victims :—debtors part, . entombed! 
While living, and condetiatilw linger on: 

To life's laſt ebb, unpitied, unrelieved : 

Part felons, ſtamped the: foes of ſocial life 


By Penury's rough hand, and driven to roam: 


The ſpoilers of the wealthy,—To diſtreſs: 


Abandoned, fcarce the ruined:mind perceives: 


It's own peculiar ſorrows ; but ſinks down: ; 


"The creditors fixed prey---or to the law- 


Submits the needful ſacrifice.---Sad fate- 


Of thoſe, whom Heaven deſigned their country's boaſt}, 
The art1zans of ſkill.---Nor on the "Tg Ta , | 


Of venerable THames does woe preſide 
Leſs perilous ;--- Tyamts, the prolific fire 


Of Britain's wealth :---along his winding ſhores, 


 Vnoccupied, 
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Unoccupied, . moored: to deſtructive floth 
Whole. fleets lie periſhing,. a foreſt, true,: 
| But ſtill a blaſted foreſt : gloomy ſtalks. 


The unſhipped mariner, and meditates: 


On foreign ſervice.---Should ſome child of Hope, 
Lured by the pleaſing retroſpe&t, once more 
Spread his broad ſail-acroſs the well-known ſea x: 
Should he, amidſt the wonders: of. the deep, 
Give way. to.Fancy's dream, and fondly truſt” 
To MN, ON wonted greeting : how recoils 
The viſionary voyage |---Not on the beach. 

Sit waiting Love and: Amity to. graſp 

His hand, and lead him to their open bower. 
No thronging crowds his proffered mart attend. 
With various trathc :---fled---aftrighted---fled. 


Are all the little deities, that once. 
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Kind, o'er thefocial and commercial board _ 

Hung hovering :—in their room, ſad change, appear 
Stern Reſolution, ſtoick Stubborneſs, 

And Independence ;—in his hand each holds 


His weapon, jealous of the paſling breeze, 

And deaf to antient friendſhip.---In this pauſe, 

"This ſolmen pauſe, that halts *tween par and war, 
O fly, bleſt ſpirit, in the royal ear 

Whiſper forgireniels; ;---mudft the high beheſts 

Of juſtice, let our ever-gracious Size 

Forget not Mercy ;-—'tis the brighteſt gem 

That decks the Monarch's crown: nor thou, great 

GEORGE, | 

Diſdain the Muſe's prayer, moft loyal ſhe 

In mild fubjeQion down the tide of life— 
Steers her light ſkift.---Urged by the plaintive call 


Of meek Humanity, O! pardon, now 
If 


If warm. ſhe pleads her cauſe,-—The ſavage race; 

That prowl the deſert,” or that range the wood, 

Are won to tameneſs by the attentive care 

Of the kind gentle keeper,-—Shame not -man, 

Nor fay bis heart's more fell :---"tis eaſier far - | 

To ſooth by tenderneſs, than awe by power. 
: Quit then the bloody' purpoſe, nor perſiſt 


To conquer, when the field-is fairer gain'd 
By reconciling.---To the ungratcful toil. 
Commiſſioned, ſhuddering beats the ſoldier's heart, 
Not ſo, when from the plough in cager haſte, 
Rouſed bein call to arms, / the ſhouting bands 
Ruſhed emulous, reluctant. none, nor held _ 2-36 
By loves or: bome 3=--each burning to ſupply 

The waſte of war, and anxious to advance 
The common glory.--+Spiritleſs now and fad 

mm. Embark 


( 14 ) 


Embark the de Rined troops :4 =-the veteran brave, 
That dauntleſs bore'the variegated: woes bÞ. Iwo 
Of long protracted war :—-the veteran brave; | 27s 
That won-on many a'plain the bloody palm ' 
Of eiftory; amidſt the dying groans - 21S Vo 
Of ſlaughtered thouſands firmly undifmayed ; 06: 
Now hangs in tender thought/his honeſt-front, 3 3:z;C 
Averlſe to ſlay his brother :<--at/the' word, 
(Awful, yet ſacred to his paticnt ear). 
He lifts indeed the fteel, while down his cheek 
The big drop flows, nor more he dreads the. wound 
That bores his vitals, than the ſtroke he gives.” rin 
Say therefore, © Sword be ſheath'd,”---fair inthe (ky, 
Now cloudy, then the dawn of joy will ſpread |» 
It's warm reviving ray—andevery'eye 
That's miſty now with ſorrow, | will grow bright, - 

And 


And ſmile away its tears : the ſunny beam 


| Of mild returning Confidence will cheer 
The kindred countries :---Commerce, on her couc 


Now drooping wounded, then will rear her head 


Charmed into health ;---and from her various ſtore 


Will cull the ſweeteſt lowers, and form a wreath 


4 


To crown the temples of her PaTzior Kine. 
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